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As  the  "Cape  Town  Castle"  pulled  away  from  the  (locks  in  Cape  Town 
Harbour ,  the  strains  of  "Now  Is  The  Hour"  could  be  heard  faintly  above  the 
"Good-byes"  of  the  crowd.  So  the  "Cumorah  Quart ''tie"  performed  their 
last  number  for  a  South  African  audience,  and  this  was  by  request  of  the 
Saints  that  they  have  grown  to  love. 

The  "Quartette"  accomplished  much  good  by  using  their  God-given 
talents  toward  the  further  en ce  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  South  Africa.  They 
have  no  doubt  given  the  Church  more  good  publicity  through  out  the  Union 
and  Southern  Rhodesia  than  any  other  group.  Newspapers  featured  their 
pictures  and  stories  of  the  cause  they  represented.  One  of  the  largest  Cape  Town 
papers  carried  a  picture  in  the  headline  spot  on  the  front  page  telling  of  their 
departure  for  the  Continent  and  home. 

The  four:  Robert  Taylor,  Max  Evans,  Sterling  Workman,  and  Stewart 
Parker,  plus  Milan  Felt,  accompanist,  who  left  for  home  on  the  same  boat, 
formed  a  musical  group  that  South  Africans  will  long  rem.mber.  To  many 
people  the  mention  of  "Mormons"  brings  the  query,  "Can  you  sing?"  The 
word  "Cumorah"  has  added  another  laurel  to  its  popularity.  The  Church 
has  shown  the  people  some  more  of  its  outstanding  talent  —  again  to  aid 
others  to  show  what  " Mormonism"  reallv  stands  for. 

Having  toured  the  mission  twice,  both  times  under  the  auspices  of  the 
country's  largest  chain,  the  singing  missionaries  have  been  able  to  contact 
many  who  in  most  instances  would  not  have  been  contacted  by  other  means, 
at  least  under  such  favourable  circumstances.  They  have  given  the  church 
more  prestige,  something  that  it  needs  badly  in  a  country  where  it  is  frowned 
upon  by  many. 

Aside  from  proselyting  the  gospel  bv  their  singing,  the  "Quartette" 
have  been  excellent  missionaries  as  far  as  basic  missionary  work  is  concerned. 
Three  of  them  extended  their  missions  to  enable  the  fourth  to  return  with  them 
home. 


The   cover  picture   was  furnished   through    the   courtesy   of   the 
Cape  'Times  of  Cape  Town. 
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AROUND    THE    WORLD 


More  than  3,000  persons 
attended  dedicatory  services 
January  22  for  what  is  con- 
sidered to  be  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  Church  structures  in 
the  South  Pacific,  the  new 
chapel  and  mission  home  at 
Papete,  Tahiti. 

The  dedicatory  prayer  was 
offered  by  Elder  Matthew 
Cowley  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve,  with  many  dignitaries 
and  Church  members  from 
islands  as  far  as  400  miles  away 
attending. 

Built  with  considerable 
donated  labour  and  supervised 
by  skilled  technicians  from 
Utah  who  gave  their  time  and 
labour  free,  the  structure  cost 
approximately   £100,000. 

The  services  began  at  2  p.m. 
shortly  after  the  arrival  of 
Governor-General  M.  Armand 
Anziani  and  Mrs.  Anziani  and 
party.  As  they  approached  the 
chapel  the  organist  played  the 
French  national  anthem,  the 
"Marsellaise."  The  Governor 
then  turned  the  key  and  opened 
the  door. 

Elder  Alma  Sonne,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife,  returned  to 
his  home  in  Utah  following  his 
release  as  the  President  of  The 
European  Missions  which  in- 
cluded supervision  of  the  South 
African  Mission. 

President  Sonne  gave  assur- 
ance of  the  great  growth  and 
development  of  the  Church  in 
many  areas  of  Europe  since  the 
war.  "The  Message  of  the 
Latter-day  Saint  missionary  is 
being  received  in  Europe  with 
less  prejudice  than  ever  before." 
he  said. 

President  Sonne,  who  is  also 
an  assistant  to  the  Council  of 
the  Twelve,  served  for  the  past 
three  and  one-half  years  at  the 
presiding       authority       of      the 


European  Mission.  His  release 
came  when  this  office  was 
closed.  All  missions  are  now 
responsible  directly  to  the  First 
Presidency  and  the  Council  of 
the  Twelve. 

New  Zealand  Saints  are  about 
to  realize  the  fulfillment  of  a 
long-cherished  dream  —  the 
erection  of  a  Maori  Agriculture 
College,  to  replace  the  old  one 
which  was  destroyed  some 
years  ago. 

The  ground  was  purchased 
dent  Gordon  C.  Young,  of  the 
New  Zealand  Mission,  and  the 
land  was  surveyed  by  mission- 
aries, some  of  whom  were  sur- 
veyors prior  to  their  call  to  the 
field. 

What  this  new  college  can 
mean  is  immeasurable.  Planned 
as  co-educational,  for  Maori  and 
European,  and  indiscriminat- 
ing  as  to  religion.  New  Zealand 
being  largely  agricultural  would 
merit  a  school  directed  largely 
towards  the  better  application 
of  farming  principles. 

Under  the  Theme  "The  Lord 
Has  Spoken  Again"  the  three 
Scandinavian  Missions  of  the 
Church  are  laying  plans  for  an 
extensive  proselyting  campaign 
in  commemoration  of  the  1950 
Centennial  of  the  introduction 
of  the  Gospel  in  these  northern 
countries. 

To  co-ordinate  their  efforts  in 
a  Scandinavia-wide  Centennial 
observance  the  three  mission 
presidents  and  their  wives  met 
in  conference  recently  in 
Gothenborg.    Sweden. 

A  week-long  programme  of 
activities,  to  be  held  in  June. 
1950.  during  which  there  will  be 
depicted  the  history  and  pro- 
gress of  missionary  work  in  the 
various  Scandinavian  countries, 
will  climax  the  proselyting  cam- 
paign. 
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jj  £zt  Out 


By 
ELDER  GEORGE  ALBRIGHT 


Ed.  Note. — Elder  Albright,  from 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  was  a  convert  to 
the  Church  when  he  was  about  seven- 
teen. He  is  now  labouring  in  Orange 
Grove,  Johannesburg,  with  Elder 
Robert  Thorn. 

"We  are  all  going  to  the  same  place." 
But,  where  is  that?  What  is  the  real  pur- 
pose in  life?  Is  there  a  life  hereafter?  Are 
we  going  to  be  held  accountable  in  Heaven 
for  our  earthly  life?  These  are  questions 
which  philosphers  and  poets  have  been 
speculating  upon  for  centuries.  They  are 
also  questions  which  each  one  of  us  must 
answer  to  his  own  satisfaction,  and  how 
happy  and  successful  we  are  in  the  short 
time  we  are  here,  will  be  determined  by  the 
wisdom  we  exercise  in  answering  them. 

When  I  was  very  young,  someone,  for 
whom  I  had  a  great  deal  of  love  and  respect, 
shocked  me  by  telling  me  that  when  I  died 
I  would  never  again  come  to  life  and  that 
death  would  be  the  end.  When  I  heard 
that,  the  thought  of  it  hit  me  hard  and 
went  deep.  If  that  were  true,  then  what  I 
did  in  my  life  didn't  really  matter.  In  fact, 
if  that  were  true,  then  I  might  as  well  wink 
at  real  honesty,  as  long  as  I  could  stay  out 
of  jail;  but,  more  particularly,  I  might  as 
well  give  way  to  the  vain  inclinations  and 
innate  desires  of  mankind  and  follow  the 
crowd.  The  disturbing  thing  about  this 
philosophy  was  that  it  destroyed  any  essence 
of  hope.  If  unhappiness  and  disappoint- 
ment came  along,  there  was  no  way  to 
reconcile  it,  for  this  life  was  just  a  futile 
existence.  "Eat,  drink,  and  be  merry  for 
to-morrow  we  die"  —  and  then  what?  Do 
we  have  to  wait  until  we  die  to-  find  out? 
These  unanswered  queries  kept  flashing  in- 
to my  mind  and  I  desired  an  answer  to  them 
in  my  life  more  than  I  had  ever  desired 
anything  before.     I  set  out  to  find  God,  if 


there  were  a  God.     I  wanted  to  know  what 
He  was. 

Whenever  the  opportunity  presented  it- 
self, I  asked  people  what  they  thought  of 
life.  I  soon  found  that  the  average  person 
did  not  want  to  be  branded  as  an  outright 
atheist.  Nearly  everyone  admitted  belief 
in  a  "Supreme  Power"  or  a  "Divine 
Director"  of  the  universe;  but  to  every  man 
and  nearly  every  sect  this  "Supreme 
Power"  was  something  different.  To  many 
people  God  was  nature.  He  made  th?  sea- 
sons and  the  earth,  but  any  idea  of  coming 
to  life  again  after  death  was  just  so  much 
"poppycock."  God  to  others  was  an 
Essence.  They  couldn't  seem  to  be  able  to 
define  what  this  Essence  was,  but  it  evi- 
dently was  something  quite  inconceivable. 
A  few  didn't  seem  to  care  whet  this  mystery 
was,  but  He  was  somebody  you  asked  to 
help  you  when  you  knew  that  nobody  else 
could.  I  still  wasn't  very  enlightened  as  to 
what  He  was,  so  I  asked  my  Church.  They 
told  me  that  after  death  I  either  went  to 
heaven  or  to  hell,  and  as  to  what  the  details 
of  it  were,  God  never  meant  man  to  know. 

This  period  of  ray  life  only  made  me 
more  confused  and  a  little  more  discouraged. 
I  thought  of  and  considered  the  Bible.  It 
had  happened  so  long  ago  that  I  found  my- 
self wondering  whether  or  not  the  tales 
therein  were  true.  I  knew  that  all  churches 
used  the  same  Bible,  and  yet  there  were 
over  eight  hundred  churches,  and  none  of 
them  seemed  to  be  teaching  the  same  doc- 
trine. Why  were  they  separated?  Every- 
one seemed  to  put  his  own  private  inter- 
pretation on  the  scriptures.  Scriptures  that 
even  contradicted  themselves.  I  had  heard 
and  read  that  none  of  these  things  were 
written  about  Jesus  until  years  after  His 
death,  and  that  there  were  no  original 
manuscripts  in  existence.  Miracles,  re- 
corded in  those  days,  and  yet  nothing  simi- 
lar in  all  these  years  since.  I  began  wonder- 
ing if  what  Freud,  the  old  psychologist,  had 
said  was  true,  that  mavbe  God  had  been  in- 
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vented  as  a  symbol  of  hope.  1  had  just 
about  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  would 
have  to  spend  my  life  in  darkness  as  far  as 
religion  was  concerned. 

I    was   walking   home   with    a    friend    of 

mine  one  night  and  we  began  to  discuss 
religion.  I  had  always  sort  of  laughed  at 
his  church  and  ridi  uled  it,  even  though  I 
knew  nothing  about  its  principles.  In  fact, 
I  had  even  quit  associating  with  some 
friends  who  belonged  to  it  as  I  thought  they 


I  didn't  commit  myself  as  to  whether  these 
things  were  true  or  not.  I  didn't  know 
whether  they  were  true,  or  whether  it  was 
all  a  big  fraud.  But  I  was  interested  be- 
cause I  knew  that  if  they  were  true  there 
was  a  God.  I  knew  there  was  a  mighty 
civilisation  on  the  American  Continent  and 
that  if  God  would  send  prophets  to  the 
people  in  the  East,  He  would  naturally  send 
them  to  the  people  in  the  West.  This 
church  claimed  to  have  a  record  of  God's 
dealings  with  these  people  in  the  West,  so 


Canst  thou  by  search- 
ing find  out  God? 
Cans't  thou  find  out 
the  Almighty  unto 
Perfection? 

Job.  11:  7 


were  "out  to  get  me,"  and  I  wasn't  going 
to  let  them  succeed.  However,  this  par- 
ticular young  man  overcame  my  prejudices 
and  told  me  a  very  strange  story.  He  told 
me  of  a  prophet  of  God,  who  lived  in 
Jerusalem,  six  hundred  years  before  Christ. 
He  related  how  this  man  tied  from  that 
city  and  went  to  the  Red  Sea  and  built  a 
ship,  and  that  his  family  and  a  few  others 
committed  themselves  to  the  waters  and 
finally  landed  somewhere  on  the  South 
American  Coast.  How  they  lived  and  their 
experiences  with  God,  and  even  with  the 
Son  of  God  after  His  resurrection,  had  all 
been  rccored  on  gold  plates  and  sealed  up 
in  a  hill  in  the  State  of  New  York.  These 
ancient  records  remained  in  that  hill,  in  a 
stone  box,  for  over  fourteen  hundred  years, 
until  an  angel  from  heaven  appeared  to  a 
man  and  instructed  him  of  their  value  to 
men.  This  man  took  those  records  and 
translated  them  by  the  power  of  God.  To- 
day that  record  was  regarded  as  scripture 
in "  the  restored  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Rightly  so,  for  the  priestly  authority,  which 
had  been  lost  from  the  earth,  had  been 
restored  to  man  bv  God. 


I  proceeded  to  read  and  investigate  this 
record  and  the  things  pertaining  to  it.  i 
soon  found  that  I  coudn't  accept  this  record 
without  accepting  the.  Bible;  for  it  actually 
was  another  witness  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ. 
It  is  not  my  purpose  to  re-tell  the  story.  It 
is  only  my  purpose  to  say  that  I  coudn't 
deny  what  I  discovered  in  my  investigation 
of  the  Gospel.  My  old  questions  were  soon 
answered,  for  more  new  light  had  come 
into  the  world,  concerning  the  old  mysteries 
of  religion,  than  the  world  has  known  for 
many  centuries. 

I  have  studied  the  Gospel  from  many 
angles.  I  have  prayed  about  it,  and  my 
prayers  were  answered  as  they  had  never 
been  answered  before.  More  joy,  peace 
and  hope  have  come  into  my  life  than  I  ever 
dreamed  could  be  possible.  I  appreciate 
things  now  that  I  had  previously  taken  for 
granted.  I  appreciate  my  family,  my  friends 
and  life  itself.  The  mo'st  incredible  change 
has  come  over  my  life  since  I  have  become 
a  member  of  this  divine  organisation.  I'm 
grateful  for  the  proof  that  has  come  forth 
that  there  is  a  God,  a  God  in  whose  image 
we  are  and  who  is  vitally  concerned  with 
our  welfare.  "For  behold,  this  is  my  work 
{Continued  on  page  76) 
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appiness 


Many  a  man  at  the  end  of  ktS 
days  looks  back  on  his  life  and  de- 
cides that  the  happiest  times  were 
spent    when    he    was    working    the 

hardest. 


By    J  resident    U.    A.    Lherriil 
oecond    Councillor 


HAPPINESS,  like  gold,  is  where  you 
find  it,  and,  like  the  precious  metal,  is 
much  sought-after;  but,  in  our  efforts  to 
achieve  this  elusive  state,  are  we  going 
about  it  in  the  right  way? 

There  are  so  many  different  conceptions 
of  happiness  that  it  would  be  as  well  for 
each  and  every  one  of  us  to  take  stock  and 
decide  just  what  we  want  of  life,  and,  what, 
in  our  opinion,  is  going  to  bring  about  in  us 
that  most  enviable  state  of  mind  called. 
Happiness. 

Happiness  is  something  that  we  can't 
analyse,  because  it  is  part  of  us.  We  can 
see  it  and  feel  it  and  because  of  its  intangible 
qualities,  many  people  spend  all  of  their 
lives  chasing  after  the  shadow  of  doubtful 
pleasures  in  the  mistaken  idea  that  these  will 
bring  them  happiness. 

A  great  number  of  people  believe  that 
wealth  is  happiness.  This  is  far  from  being 
true.  Wealth  may  buy  us  many  things, 
which  may  eventually  contribute  towards 
happiness,  but  wealth,  in  itself,  makes  no 
man  happy.  As  a  general  rule,  wealth  tends 
to  bring  unhappiness  in  its  train.  Too  many 
rich  people  make  themselves  miserable  try- 
ing to  look  after  the  money  that  has  taken 
them  so  many  years  and  so  much  anxiety  to 
amass.  Others  are  so  busy  seeking  after 
pleasure  that  they  haven't  the  time  to  be 
happy. 


Joseph  F.  Smith  once  said:  "The  im- 
portant consideration  is  not  how  long  we 
can  live,  but  how  well  we  can  learn  the  les- 
sons of  life  and  discharge  our  duties  and 
obligations  to  God  and  to  each  other.  One 
of  the  main  purposes  of  our  existence  is 
that  we  might  conform  to  the  image  and 
likeness  of  Him,  who  sojourned  in  the  flesh 
without  blemish  —  immaculate  pure  and 
spotless." 

• 

The  greatest  benefits  of  life  come  from 
generous,  open-hearted  service,  and  we,  in 
this  Church,  have  the  means  of  attaining 
true  happiness  through  service  to  our  fellow- 
men. 

Loyalty  to  the  Church  demands  that  we 
render  our  full  service  to  our  God  and,  in 
so  doing,  if  we  serve  with  the  consciousness 
and  joy  of  serving  our  Maker,  we  shall 
eventually  come  to  appreciate  the  full 
meaning  behind  the  words  of  Lehi  to  his 
son,  Nephi:  "Men  are  that  they  might 
have  joy,"  and  we  shall  be  able  to  say  as 
Briham  Young  said  on  one  occasion:  "I 
am  happy,  I  am  full  of  joy,  comfort  and 
peace,  aal  within  me  is  bright,  for  I  desire 
nothing  but  to  do  the  will  of  my  Father  in 
Heaven." 

We  pray  that  each  and  every  one  of  us, 
in  whatever  calling  we  may  fill" in  this  great 
organisation,  may  achieve  "the  happiness  and 
participate  in  that  love  and  devotion  to  the 
work  which  has  been  the  outstanding  qua- 
lity and  guiding  light  of  all  our  great 
leaders. 


The  Mission  Presidency 
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A    Man    of    God 


At  the  t'mc  of  Hie  death  of  President 
Hi  her  J.  Grant,  President  George  Albert 
Smith  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  Apostles 
was  on  his  way  to  New  York,  after  having 
attended  the  Chicago  Stake  conference.  This 
was  on  May  14,  1945.  Seven  days  later  on 
May  21,  President  Smith  was  sustained  as 
President  -  -  Prophet,  Seer  rnd  Revelator 
—  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints. 

It  has  now  been  five  years  since  this 
humble  sincere  man  was  set  apart  as  the 
head  of  the  church  by  the  Twelve  Apostles. 
During  this  time  he  has  exhibited  his  de- 
termination for  peace  and  prosperity,  and 
has  won  the  hearts  of  great  and  near-great 
for  his  application  of  righteous  principles. 
His  life  has  ben  one  of  service  to  his  home, 
church  and  communiU  . 

His  love  for  people  and  his  desire  to  help 
his  fellow-man  has  made  him  countless 
friends,  as  well  as  has  given  others  a  greater 
insight  into  the  Church  that  has  been  the 
centre  of  his  life  since  his  boyhood  days. 
One  writer  says  that  his  attention  to  the 
washerwoman  and  his  interest  in  her  wel- 
fare is  no  less  sincere  and  warm  than  that 
in  the  president  of  the  United  States,  with 
whom  he  has  had  occasion   to  visit. 

President  Smith  was  born  into  a  very 
religious  and  pure  home.  His  father,  John 
Henry  Smith,  and  his  grandfather,  George 
A.  Smith,  were  both  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil   of    the    Twelve,    and    both    served    as 


members  oi  ths  First  Presidency.  His  great 
grandfather,  known  as  Father  John  Smith, 
presided  over  the  Saints  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Valley  during  the  fust  year  of  settling  there 
and   served   as   patriarch   to   the   Church. 

Amid  the  preparations  for  the  One 
Hundred  and  Twentieth  Annual  Conference 
of  the  church.  President  Smith  celebrated 
his  eightieth  birthday.  His  eighty  years 
have  been  full  of  religious  and  social  ex- 
periences. He  has  served  in  the  higher 
quorums  of  the  church  for  forty-seven 
years.  He  has  also  been  a  leader  in  various 
community  and  business  projects. 

Especially  has  he  led  ths  church  and 
community  in  working  for  youth  and  for 
the  advancement  of  boys.  He  has  been  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  Boy  Scout  move- 
ment. In  1931  he  was  made  a  member  of 
the  National  Executive  Board  of  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  a  position  which  he  held 
for  manv  years.  Besides  receiving  awards 
from  local  councils,  he  was  presented  by 
the  National  Council  with  the  Scout's  high- 
est award,  the  Silver  Buffalo.  He  is  the 
ranking   scouter   of   the   Church   today. 

As  long  as  he  remains  in  this  mortal 
existence,  President  Smith  will  fight  for  the 
peace  and  love  in  a  mortal  world  that  has 
always  been  so  near  to  his  heart.  With  his 
sweet,  purr  and  friendly  nature  he  will 
continue  to  lead  the  Church  through  the 
prosperity  it  now  uijovs.  He  will  con- 
tinue to  be  a  MAN  OF  GOD, 

W.D.B. 
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Ed.  note. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mac  hie. 
who  live  in  Orange  Grove,  Johannes- 
burg, were  first  contacted  by  Elders 
N.  G.  Smith  and  Robert  Taylor  while 
trading  in  their  area.  Since  that  time 
the  Mackie  family  have  been  sincere 
investigators  of  the  Church. 


WE  WRITE  this  article  as  firm  friends  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day 
Saints,  with  the  object  of  conveying  our 
impressions  as  non-members  of  the  Church, 
from  outside,  as  it  were. 

It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  until  we  were 
visited  by  the  missionaries  in  July  of  last 
year,  we  knew  literally  nothing  of  Mormon- 
ism  and  all  it  stands  for.  Since  this  time, 
we  like  thousands  of  other  people,  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  receiving  various  mission- 
aries into  our  home  and  have,  with  their 
help,  studied  some  aspects  of  the  Gospel 
as  taught  by  the  Latter-Day  Saints.  We 
have    learned     something    of    the    general 


say,  however,  that  it  has  nevei  before  been 
our    good    fortune    to    listen    to    spiritual 

teachings  which  more  clearly  and  sensibly 
bring  the  principles  of  Christ  into  our  daily 
lives. 

As  friends  from  outside  the  Church,  it  is. 
perhaps,  only  fair  to  say  that  there  are  some 
points  in  the  Mormon  way  of  life  and  in- 
terpretation of  the  Gospel  which  we,  and 
perhaps  others  like  us,  have  found  rather 
difficult  to  accept,  even  after  explanation. 
We  do  not  feel  it  necessary  to  enumerate 
these  points  in  this  article,  because  we  feel 
that  if  we  can  increase  our  faith  and  look 
a  little  beyond  our  everyday  horizon,  these 
difficulties  will  eventually  solve  themselves. 

The  organisation  of  the  Church,  as  a 
whole,  following  the  original  pattern  laid 
down  by  Jesus,  seems  to  us  a  model  of 
efficiency.  There  appears  to  be  no  such 
thing  as  a  wrong  choice  of  a  Church  officer 
in  any  capacity,  and  it  says  much  for  the 
faith  and  power  of  prayer  of  the  Mormon 
people,  that  their  prayers  for  the  right  men 
to  lead  them,  are  at  all  times  answered.  It 
must   be   stated   that   these   views   are   onlv 
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By    Thomas   and  John   Mackie 


organisation  of  the  Church  as  a  whole, 
and  have,  from  time  to  time,  attended 
Ramah   Chapel   in   Johannesburg. 

We  do  not  feel  it  is  possible,  after  such 
a  short  space  of  time,  to  express  our  feel- 
ings adequately  as  to  the  spiritual  side  of 
Mormon  teachings.  It  appears  to  be  such 
a  vast  and  intensely  important  subject,  re- 
quiring far  deeper  study  than  we  have  been 
able,    as   yet,    to   achieve.      Let   us   simply 


expressed  after  a  necessarily  cursory  study 
of  the  organisation,  but  limited  though  our 
knowledge  of  these  affairs  is,  we  can  feel 
nothing  but  admiration  that  such  a  religious 
structure  exists  and  flourishes. 

One  of  the  aspects  of  the  Mormon  com- 
munity which  has  our  intense  interest  is  the 
Welfare  Programme,  which  we  feel  must  be 
unique  as  an  example  of  social  service, 
attaining  very  nearly  to  perfection.    Though 
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we  have  read  and  examined  at  first  hand 
a  certain  amount  of  the  theory  and  practice 
of  social  science,  we  know  of  no  other 
method  where  such  a  degree  of  efficiency 
and  co-operation  has  been  attained,  and, 
what  is  more,  attained  completely  volun- 
tarily. It  is  the  spirit  of  willingness  and 
enterprise,  and  the  absence  of  "red  tape" 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Mormon  Church,  re- 
lating to  the  care  of  the  community,  that 
seems  to  us  so  remarkable. 

A  particularly  interesting  point  in  this 
connection  is  the  care  for  the  needy.  Be- 
cause a  person  has,  for  some  reason,  be- 
come unable  to  meet  financial  obligations, 
the  Latter-Day  Saints  feel  that  there  should 
be  no  reason  for  apathy  and  lack  of  self- 
reliance.  Where  we  feel  that  the  Welfare 
Programme  is  so  far  in  advance  of  other  in- 
stitutions for  the  relief  of  the  needy,  is  that 
there  is  no  system  of  "dole,"  but  people  are 
encouraged  to  help  themselves  by  their  own 
efforts,  combined  with  judicious  assistance 
from  the  Church,  to  regain  some  sort  of  in- 
dependent status. 

A  general  point  which  impresses  us 
greatly     is     that     the     Mormon     Church 


apparently  offers  no  scope  for  careerists, 
who  would  make  a  profitable  living  out  of 
religion.  In  point  of  fact,  the  Church  offers 
all  members  from  childhood  upwards,  every 
opportunity  of  taking  a  full  part  in  the  run- 
ning of  their  Church. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  like  to  express 
our  appreciation  of  the  friendship  of  the 
missionaries,  whom  we  have  met,  and  our 
admiration  for  the  selfless  devotion  of  these 
fine  men  and  women  to  the  advancement 
and  glory  of  their  Church.. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  the  genesis  of 
organizations  in  the  Mormon  Church, 
which  is  credited  with  being  one  of  the 
most  efficient  in  the  world.  It  shows 
what  a  number  of  the  Prophet's  critics 
have  observed  in  him — a  talent  for 
meeting  every  emergency  as  it  came 
up  with  promptness  and  effectiveness. 
— John  Henry  Evans. 
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A   NEW  HOME 


FOR  RAM  AH 


"...  IS    IN   THE   MIDDLE   OF 
THIS  HUSTLE  BUSTLE. 

SO    RAM  AH    HAS    TO    BE 
BUILT   ANEW 

For  twenty-five  years  the  small  chapel, 
"Raman"  has  been  standing  on  the  corner 
of  Crown  and  Commissioner  Streets  in 
Fairvicw.  When  it  was  built  the  area  was 
an  average  middle  class  suburb,  with 
mining  activity  nearby  which  the  city  was 
pushing  farther  from  the  centre  of  the  South 
African  metropolis.  The  site  was  a  good 
one  and  the  buliding  was  worthy  of  the 
cause  it  represented.     But  .  .  . 

Today  the  five  room  chapel  is  on  the  out- 
skirts of  one  of  Johannesburg's  rougher 
arras,  Jeppe,  a  hangout  for  "small  time" 
gangs.  It  is  nothing  to  hear  of  native  stab- 
bings  just  down  the  street,  or  a  white  man 
murdered  just  around  the  corner. 

But  somehow  they  are  just  around  the 
corner  and  down  the  street.  Rsmah  is 
still  on  the  outskirts. 

Johannesburg  has  grown  and  is  growing. 
Its  suburban  business  districts  are  expand- 
ing. Trams  and  buses  are  running  more 
frequently:  cars  are  more  in  number. 
"Ramah"  is  in  the  middle  of  this  "hustle 
bustle." 

It  is  difficult  to  worship,  to  keep  a 
reverent  spirit  when  in  the  middle  of  a 
prayer  the  Kensington  tram  passes,  and  con- 
tinues to  pass  every  ten  minutes,  vibrating 
the  brick  structure  and  causing  it  to  echo 
with  the  antiquated  sounds.  It  is  difficult 
to  concentrate  on  a  speaker  while  the  fire 
engine,  from  the  Jeppe  fire  station,  just 
across  the  road,  blares  its  siren  on  its  out- 
ward journey.  Or  the  dairy  on  the  opposite 
corner  bangs  its  evening  delivery  milk  cans; 
the  dog  in  the  flat  at  the  rear  barks  £t  the 
cat.  Yes,  its  very  difficult. 


Several  years  ago  "Ramah"  was  ideal. 
The  Historical  Record  of  1925  says,  "In 
May  1924,  a  stand  was  purchased  .  .  .  (in) 
Fairview,  Johannesburg.  This  stand  being 
such  a  desirable  location  that  we  hit 
justified  iii  securing  it  even  though  the  cost 
was  more  than  we  had  originally  expected 
to  pay.  Not  only  was  the  price  of  the  lot 
greater  than  we  anticipated  but  its  position 
required  thit  we  build  a  place  worthy  of  the 
locality,  and  one  that  the  church  would 
always  be  pleased  to  call  its  own." 

The  building,  when  constructed,  was 
worthy  and  the  site  was  good,  but  the  city 
grew  faster  than  the  brethren  expected  at 
that  time.  In  fact  it  grew  faster  "than  any- 
one expected.  So  now  "Remah"  has  to 
be  built  anew.  A  new  home  is  needed  for 
the  Jo'burg  Saints. 

At  the  October  conference  of  the  Trans- 
vaal district,  President  Wright  appointed  a 
district  building  committe,  who  responded 
well.  The  Saints  of  the  whole  of  South 
Africa  were  appealed  to  and  they  also  re- 
sponded in  their  little  way.  In  answer  to 
a  letter  sent  out  to  all  members,  one  Sister 
sent  in  a  pound  for  the  building  fund,  with 
a  note  saying  that  she  was  sending  a  pound 
each  month.  Because  of  her  financial 
situation,  President  Wright  wrote  her  and 
told  her  that  it  wasn't  necessary  for  her  to 
give.  She  replied  that  God  had  given  her 
everything  she  has,  and  she  wanted  to  give 
something  in  return.  She  ended  by  saying 
that  she  was  sending  a  pound  each  month. 
That  Sister  will  probably  never  see  the  new 
chapel,  as  she  lives  in  an  isolated  part  of 
the  mission. 

Now  the  new  home  for  "Ramah"  is  very 
near.  In  the  near  future  in  one  of  the  bet- 
ter suburbs  of  the  ever  growing  city  of  Jo- 
hannesburg will  stand  a  chapel  that  will  be 
a  credit  to  the  church  throughout  the  world. 
A  place  where  investigators  may  be  taken 
with  pride,  and  the  members  can  assemble  in 
an  undistinbed  service  to  their  Creator. 
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ELDER  MERRILL  AND  FAMILY 


"Therefore,  if  ye  have  desires  to 
serve  God  ye  are  called  to  the  work;  for 
behold  the  field  is  white  already  to 
harvest;  and  lo,  he  that  thrusteth  in  his 
sickle  with  his  might,  the  same  layeth 
up  in  store  that  he  perisheth  not,  but 
bringeth  salvation  to  his  soul  .  .  .  ." 

Brother  Merrill  is  an  average  Latter-day 
Saint.  He  lived  in  an  average  home  with 
a  large  Mormon  Family.  For  an  occupa- 
tion he  tilled  the  soil  lik*e  most  of  his  neigh- 
bours in  Hill  Spring,  Alberta.  Regularly, 
except  when  he  was  detained  because  of 
the  unexpected  which  was  seldom,  he 
attended  church  ar.d  took  an  active  part  in 
the  growth  of  his  religious  community. 

At  home  he  would  arise  early  and  go  to 
the  fields,  with  his  four  sons  and  sometimes 
with  his  daughters,  when  they  weren't  in 
school,  and  plant,  weed  and  reap  the 
harvest  than  maintained  the  family. 

The  first  departure  from  this  routine 
came  when  two  of  his  sons  left  the  home 
for  homes  of  their  own  and  farms  of  their 
pwn.     But   the  major  change  came  when 


the  Bishop  of  his  ward  called  Brother 
Merrill  on  a  mission  to  preach  the  religion 
that  was  the  theme  of  his  family. 

Today  the  Merrill  farm  is  run  by  the  two 
younger  boys  who  divide  their  time  be- 
tween school  and  the  raising  of  the  yearly 
crops.  Of  course,  the  boys  always  receive 
the  assistance  of  the  daughter,  the  one  that 
isn't  married  yet,  nor  too  young  to  work  in 
the  fields.  She  can  drive  a  tractor  just  as 
well  as  any  man,  as  can  many  of  the 
girls  in  the  farming  community.  She  is  a 
university  graduate. 

Brother  Merrill— Elder  Merrill— has  left 
his  duties  as  the  Priest  Quorum  advisor, 
etc.,  to  other  hands  and  is  now  serving  a 
mission,  full  time,  in  South  Africa.  He  has 
reared  most  of  his  family — nine  children, 
and  five  grandchildren,  two  of  whom  he 
has  never  seen — as  there  are  only  four  at 
home  now.  His  wife  is  managing  the  farm 
with  the  physical  assistance  of  the  boys, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  Elder 
Merrill  returns  in  twenty-three  months 
time. 
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RALPH   BADGER  TO 
REVISIT    UNION 

President  Ralph  A.  Badger,  accompanied 
by  his  wife,  will  arrive  in  Cape  Town  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  May  on  a  re-visit  to 
South  Africa.  Brother  Badger  served  as 
head  of  the  South  African  Mission  during 
the  years  of  1905  to  1908. 

His  wife,  the  former  Doris  Martin,  was 
the  daughter  of  the  late  President  Martin, 
who  was  born  and  raised  in  South  Africa, 
then  emmigrated  to  Zion  and  later  returned 
to  this  country  as  the  head  of  the  church 
here.  Doris  Martin  went  to  the  United 
States  in  1916  where  she  settled  and  later 
married   Brother   Badger. 

Brother  and  Sister  Badger  will  probably 
be  very  pleased  with  the  growth  of  the 
church  in  this  land,  as  there  were  only  two 
members  of  the  church  left  in  this  country 
and  three  missionaries  when  he  came  here 
to  preach  the  gospel. 

The  Badgers  plan  to  tour  the  Union  and 
then  journey  up  the  continent  to  Nairobi 
and  on  to  Cairo. 


A    CARNIVAL 
DANCE    SUCCESS 

To  raise  funds  for  athletic  activities,  the 
Mowbray  MIA  sponsored  a  Carnival  dance 
on  March  31,  1950  which  proved  so  success- 
ful that  another  is  planned  for  May  6th. 

With  booths  arranged  around  one  end  of 
the  recreation  hall  and  dancing  at  the  other 
end,  plenty  of  activity  was  supplied  for  the 
large  crowd  that  attended.  A  milk  bar 
was  placed  on  one  of  the  stoeps  which  sup- 
plied the  refreshments  —  for  a  price. 

Under  the  direction  of  Elder  George 
Dalton,  the  dance  committee  decorated  the 
hall  in  bright  carnival  colours.  Elder  Dal- 
ton also  portrayed  the  "Swami"  fortune 
teller  as  an  intermission  stunt. 

Music  was  furnished  by  Hammond's 
orchestra. 


ELDERS  GIVE  COPY  OF    BOOK  OF 
MORMON  TO   M.P. 

Elders  Horace  Nelson  and  Tharin  Bigler, 
as  guest  of  a  Nationalist  Party  worker, 
visited  Parliament  on  the  24th  of  April,  and 
were  able  to  give  a  copy  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  to  an  M.P.  as  well  es  discuss  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  with  him  in  the 
"Tea  Room."  They  sat  next  to  the  table 
of  Mrs.  Malan,  Eric  Louw,  and  Mr.  Eras- 
mus. 

The  opportunity  came  when  they  were 
invited  by  the  worker,  whom  they  met  in 
their  area.  While  going  through  the  various 
buildings  and  witnessing  a  session,  they 
were  introduced  to  Alfred  Ernest  Erlang, 
MP  from  Parow  and  part  of  Bellville.  Mr. 
Erlang  invited  them  into  the  members  Tea 
Room  where  the  missionaries  told  him  of  the 
story  of  "Mormonism."  They  left  a  copy 
of  The  Book  of  Mofmon  with  him,  which  he 
promised  to  read. 


LATE    NEWS 

EAST   LONDON   BRANCH 

Reported  by  Sister  Rita  Booysen. 

On  the  20th,  a  farewell  party  was  given  for 
Elder  Niven  at  the  home  cf  Mrs.  Booysen.  Elder 
Niven  spent  the  last  four  months  of  his  mis- 
sion in  East  London,  where  he  served  as  Branch 
President.  During  this  period,  he  made  many 
friends,  all  of  whom  join  in  wishing  him  great 
blessings  in  the  future. 

We  welcome  Elder  Reed  as  our  new  Branch 
President,  and  we  hope  that  he  will  enjoy  his 
stay  in  East  London,  and  that  success  will 
crown   his  labours  here. 

During  the  month.  Sister  Muriel  Dean  and 
her  family  paid  a  visit  to  Springs.  At  the  same 
time.  Mrs.  Booysen.  Joy,  Ivan  and  Pixie  were 
away  on  holiday.  We  are  happy  to  have  them 
all  back;  with  us,  and  trust  that  they  enjoyed 
themselves  while  on  vacation. 

I  SET  OUT 
(Continued  from  page  69) 
and  mv  glory  to  bring  to  pass  the  im- 
mortality and  eternal  life  of  man."  This 
knowlegde  has  brought  great  joy  into  my 
lief.  It  is  hard  for  met  to  express  my 
thankfulness  for  the  opportunity  I  have  to 
offer  these  blessings  and  the  happiness  and 
peace  of  mind  they  bring  to  the  people  of 
this  great  land. 
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Elder  Felt 


Elder  ROBERT  G.  HYER  sailed  for  home 
with  the  "Quartette"  aboard  the  "Cape  Town 
Castle"  on  April  21.  Elder  Hyer  has  laboured 
in  Cape  Town,  where  he  served  as  mission 
Historian;  Port  Elizabeth,  where  he  was  super- 
vising Elder;  Johannesburg,  where  he  was 
District  Clerk;  again  in  Cape  Town,  where  he 
was  Mission  Secretary,  and  District  President. 
Also  going  on  the  same  boat  was  Elder  MILAN 
FELT  who  has  laboured  in  Johannessburg, 
Bloemfontein,  and  Cape  Town.  The  members  of 
the  Quartette  leaving  are:  Elder  ROBERT 
TAYLOR  has  laboured  in  Cape  Town, 
where  he  served  as  Mission  Historian  and  in 
Orange  Grove,  Johannesburg.  Elder  MAX 
EVANS  laboured  in  Cape  Town  and  Jo- 
hannesburg, where  he  served  as  District  Presi- 
dent. Elder  STERLING  WORKMAN  has 
laboured  in  Cape  Town  and  in  Durban  where  he 
served  as  District  and  Durban  branch  President. 
Elder  STEWART  PARKER  has  laboured  in 
Cape    Town,     Bloemfontein    and    Krugersdorp. 


Transfers 


Elder  JOSEPH  REED  was  transferred  from 
Port  Elizabeth  to  East  London  to  assume  the 
duties   of   the   Supervising   Elder   on   April    20. 

Elder  GEORGE  QUICK  was  transferred  from 
Pietermaritzburg  to  Port  Elizabeth  to  assume 
the  duties  of  Supervising  Elder  on  April  20. 

Elders  DELL  HIGHAM  and  ERROL  NIVEN 
leaving  areas  in  Port  Elizabeth  and  East  London 
respectively    prior   to   going   home. 


Arrivals 


Elder   NORVAL    RALPH    JONES,    from    New- 
ton, I  tah,  and  Elder  GLEN  ROYDEN  BENSON, 

Newton,  Utah,  arrived  in  Cape  Town  aboard 
the  "Pretoria  Castle"  on  April  1J.  Elder  Jones 
was  assigned  to  labour  with  Elder  Quick  in  Port 
Elizabeth  and  Elder  Benson  was  assigned  to 
labour    with    Elder    Patrick    in    Durban. 


Statistics 


BIRTHS. 

A  son  was  born  to  Brother  and  Sister  Kenneth 
Mitchell    on    March    19,    1950,    in    Pretoria. 

A  daughtrer  was  born  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Spannenberg  on  April  22,    1950,   in   Eerste   River. 

BLESSINGS 

Diana  Mary  Maxwell,  daughter  of  Lyon  and 
Mary  Maxwell,  was  blessed  April  17,  1950,  by 
President    Evan    P.    Wright    in    Salisburv. 

Sarah  Cecelia  Viljoen,  daughter  of  Paulus  and 
Jessie  Viljoen,  was  blessed  April  20,  1950,  by 
President    Evan    P.    Wright    in    Bulawavo. 

Elaine  Jeanette  Louw,  daughter  of  Dirk  and 
Irene  Louw,  was  blessed  April  23,  1950  by 
Leslie    R.    Halse,    in    Epping   Gar-den,    C.P. 

BAPTISMS. 

Louise  Moira  Ninoiv,  wife  of  Albert  Ninow  Jr., 
was  baptised  by  Elder  Robert  G.  Hyer,  and 
confirmed  by  Elder  Robert  W.  Gardner,  April 
16,   1950  at  "Cumorah." 

Johanna  Hendrina  Sophia  Viljoen,  daughter 
of  Paulus  and  Jessie  Viljoen  was  baptised  and 
confirmed  by  President  Evan  P.  Wright,  April 
20,    1950  in  Bulawayo. 

Shelley-Lynn  Jakins,  daughter  of  Dick  and 
Eileen  Jakins  of  Barberton  was  baptised  by 
Deryck  Vice,   April  2,    1950,   at  Ramah. 

Victor  Robert  Stark  was  baptised  by  Elder 
Norman  Stockton,  and'eonfirmed  by  Elder  Robert 
Jex,   April  2,    1950,   at  Ramah. 


CORRECTION 

Due  to  an  oversight  last  month  Elder  GARTH 
VICTOR  HALL,  Lorenzo,  Utah,  who  arrived 
on  the  "Edinburgh  Castle"  on  March  17th  was 
omitted  from  the  last  issue.  He  was  assigned  to 
labour  in  Johannesburg  and  later  in  Vereeniging 
with  Elder  James  D.   Gardner. 

Also  Elder  LEO  D.  MILLER,  from  Alberta, 
Canada,  not  Leo  C.  Nichols,  was  assigned  to  la- 
bour with  Elder  Cook  in  Bloemfontein. 
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District  Highlights  .  .  . 


CAPE  DISTRICT. 

District     President:     Daniel     A.     Cherrett,     14, 
Serpentine,  Pinelands,  Cape  Town. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Alvin  P.  Park,  "St.  George's 
Villa,"     Forrest     Road,     Rondebosch,     Cape 
Town. 
Reported   by   Sister   Beatrice  E.   Smith. 

Easter  Monday  dawned  cold  and  threaten- 
ing. However,  we  set  out  to  "Christian  Beach" 
at  Muizenberg — where  the  weather  was  even 
colder  and  more  threatening.  Ball-games  of 
several  sorts  served  to  warm  some  of  us.  An 
attempt  to  find  a  less  windy  picnic-spot  led  us 
through  Princess  Vlei,  where  the  very  trees 
seemed  to  be  rising  from  their  sandy  beds,  back 
to  the  hall  at  "Cumorah." 

Mrs.  Ethel  Wilson  (wife  of  Brother  John 
Wilson)  has  been  suffering  from  the  results  of 
an  accident.  She  fell  and  hurt  her  back.  We 
pray  that  she  may  speedily  be  restored  to  health 
and  strength  again. 

The  first  Sunday  evening  service  of  the  month 
was  under  the  direction  of  the  YWMIA.  The 
theme  of  the  service  was  "Chastity,"  which  is 
the  theme  for  "Mutual"  this  year. 

The  youthful  male  members  of  the  Branch 
are  forming  a  basket-ball  team  and  the  pre- 
pared to  meet  all  comers.  These  "Cumorah 
Cubs"  aim  to  put  basket-ball  where  the  earlier 
Mormons  put  baseball — right  on  the  map. 

Not  to  be  outdone,  our  young  ladies  are  form- 
ing their  own  softball  team.  There  's  a  lot  of 
keenness  and  the  girls  are  anxious  to  prov2 
that  the  "Cumorah"  girls  are  capable  of  holding 
their  own  on  the  sportsfield. 

The  Bey  Scouts  camped  at  Hout  Ba/  'or  the 
Easter  week-end.  Brother  Terblanche,  th? 
Scoutmaster,  has  found  out  that  his  charges 
have  very  healthy  appetites.  It  is  a  pity  that 
the  camp  was  washed  out  on  the  last  day  of  the 
holidays. 

Sister  Thelma  Ninow  enjoyed  the  company  of 
ner  sister  May,  who  spent  a  recent  vacation  at 
the  Cape. 

Work  parties  were  organised  for  the  painting 
of  the  Relief  Society  Hall.  These  brothers  have 
made  a  good  job  of  the  redecorating  and  earned 
the  refreshments  which  were  provided  by  the 
Relief  Society. 

MIA  staged  a  farewell  social  for  Elder  Hyer 
and  the  members  of  the  Quartette  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  18th.  No  programme  could  be 
arranged  at  such  short  notice,  so  it  was  decided 
to  hold  a  "mock-talent"  evening. 

Brother  Thomas  Wilson  has  been  to  Port 
Elizabeth.  We  feel  sure  that  he  has  derived 
great  benefit  from  the  change. 

A  talkie-show  was  given  at  "Cumorah"  on  the 
22nd.  Our  people  are  "picture-fans,"  and  we 
feel  sure  that  they  all  thoroughly  enjoyed  the 
programme  that  was  presented  on  this  occasion. 


We  have  been  asked  by  Brother  Eddie  Higg.; 
to  request  all  member  to  keep  a  bottle  of  conse- 
crated oil  in  thenr  homes  for  the  purposes  of 
administration  in  the  event  of  sickness.  This 
will  assist  the  members  of  the  priesthood,  who 
are  sometimes  called  upon  to  administer  .o 
those  who  require  this  ordinance,  in  ^ases  of 
emergency. 

The  First  Counsellor  to  the  Branch  Presi- 
dency,  Brother  John  and  Mrs.  Wi  sen,  have 
been  on  holiday  at  Herm^us. 

During  the  month,  we  have  had  a  visiv,  Ir.mi 
Sister  Kay  Morton,  whose  home  is  in  Ndola, 
Northern  Rhodesia. 

Another  visitor,  whom  we  have  been  pleased 
to  welcome  has  been  Brother  Mark  Myers,  who 
is  on  leave  from  South-West  Africa.  We  know 
that  Sister  Edith  Myers  has  been  delighted  to 
have  her  son  home  with  her  for  this  short  white. 

A  visitor,  whom  we  have  been  sorry  to  loose 
during  the  month,  is  Sister  Cecilia  Harvey.  She 
returned  to  Pretoria  on  the  28th  of  April,  after 
a  stay  of  several  months  at  the  Cape. 

We  take  pleasure  in  welcoming  Brother  Bob 
and  Sister  Dorothy  Smith  home  after  the  holi- 
day they  have  been  spending  in  Durban. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Our  newest  branch  now  has  its  own  Sunday 
School.  Relief  Society  and  Primary.  Priesthood 
classes  are  also  held  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Storey.  These  classes  are  held  while 
the  sisters  are  holding  Relief  Society  meetings 
at  the  home  cf  Brother  and  Sister  Goosen.  What 
this  branch  lacks  in  numbers  ,  it  makes  up  in 
activity  and  enthusiasm. 

Sister  Dorathea  Storey  was  appointed  Primary 
Supervisor,  and  Sister  Jeanette  Goosen,  Secre- 
tary, 

The  officers  of  the  branch  were  set  ap3rt  by 
President  D.  A.  Cherrett  and  Brother  Leslie 
Halse  of  the  District  Presidency  on  April  2, 
1950. 

Their  first  social  was  held  at  the  Storey 
home  on  the  night  of  Friday  the  21st.  A  fair 
crowd  turned  out  to  meet  with  the  Bellville 
Saints  and  to  partake  of  their  hospitality. 
Everybody  enjoyed  the  eats  which  had  been 
provided:  and  the  games  which  were  organised, 
with  Elder  Nelson  as  master-of-ceremonies.  went 
down  verv  well  indeed. 

PINELANDS 

Pinelands  Primary  gave  a  party  in  honour  of 
Sister  Cherrett  (President  Dan's  mother)  on  her 
birthday.  Sister  Cherrett  has  endeared  herself 
to  the  little  ones,  who  are  members  of  her 
Sunday-school  class,  as  well.  Her  birthday  was 
also  celebrated  by  the  Pinelands  Relief  Society. 
We  all  join  in  wishing  Sister  Cherrett.  "many 
happy  returns." 

This  branch  of  the  Relief  Society  holds  quite 
a  social  gathering  on  its  sewing-evenings.  Re- 
cently, they  were  entertained  by  the  "Cumorah 
Quartette"  who  presented  a  programme  of  songs 
during  the  work  meeting 
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NATAL   DISTRICT 

District  and  Durban  Branch  President:  Elder 
Morris  Patrick,  48,  Evans  Road.  Durban, 
Natal. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Reported   by   Sister  Valarie  Hancock. 

The  month  started  out  well  with  the 
Quartette,  their  accompanist  and  lecturer,  visit- 
ing Durban.  They  gave  recitals  at  many  places 
of  importance  in  the  city.  We  feel  that  they 
have  done  much  towards  the  breaking  down  of 
prejudice  here.  # 

Our  District  Conference  was  held  on  April 
2nd.  The  Quartette  all  spoke  at  the  morning 
session;  and.  of  course,  they  also  sang  for  us.  At 
the  evening  s  ss'on,  we  had  a  very  large  crovvd. 
A  lecture  was  given  by  Elder  Smith,  which 
interested  all  present.  The  Quartette  sang  at 
this  service,  as  well.  All  attending  this  con- 
ference felt  much  better  for  the  spiritual  feast 
they  had  had. 

We  could  not  hold  our  regular  services  on  the 
9th,  as  the  owners  of  the  hall  were  busy  doing  a 
job  of  painting.  This  left  all  of  the  members  at 
a  loss,  so  most  of  us  decided  to  visit  Pieter- 
meritzburg  Pnd  ° "tended  Sunday  School  there. 
Unfortunately,  this  plan  could  not  be  carried 
out,  so  two  of  the  missionaries  and  a  few  mem- 
bers paid  them  a  visit.  We  wish  it  were  pos- 
sible to  visit  Maritzburg  and  mingle  with  the 
Saints  there  more  frequently. 

We  aie  happy  to  welcome  Brother  Hill,  who 
has  been  transferred  from  Port  Elizabeth. 

Sister  Rita  Puckey  has  been  here  on  holiday 
from  Cape  Town.    We  have  enjoyed  having  her. 

We  have  to  bid  farewell  to  Brother  Cornie 
Smith  and  hi3  family  as  they  have  left  to  make 
their  horn?  in  Bulawayo.  We  hope  that  they 
will  be  happy  up  there. 

Owing  to  an  oversight,  it  has  not  been  men- 
tioned previously  that  Brother  Charles  Bosse 
has  left  Durban  to  work  in  Rhodesia.  We  wish 
him  lots  of  luck,  and  hope  he  continues  to  be 
as  happy  as  he  has  been  in  this  part  of  the 
world. 

We  have  welcomed  quite  a  few  this  month 
and  must  not  forget  to  say  "Hello"  to  Mr. 
John  Burden.  His  wife,  Hilda  Burden,  has  been 
a  good  friend  and  keen  investigator  for  some 
months.  She  has  been  looking  forward  to  the 
return  of  her  husband.  It  is  so  nice  to  see  both 
Burdens  and  children  out  to  services. 

PIETERMARITZBURG  BRANCH 

In  Charge:   Elder  William  Gleen,  22  Chapman 
Road,   Scottsville,   Pietermaritzburg. 
Reported   by    Sister   Eunice   Fountain. 

The  month  of  April  has  been  a  busy  one  for 
this  branch.  On  Saturday,  April  8th,  a  social 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Sister  Fountain.  An 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent  in  community  sing- 
ing, playing  games,  a  film  show  and  the  rest 
of  the  time  was  devoted  to  a  talent  display — 
everyone  took  part. 

We  were  happy  to  have  with  us  Brother 
Meyer  and  Elders  Hamberlin  and  Squire  from 
the  Durban  Branch.  The  Elders  showed  films 
of  the  interesting  places  they  had  visited  on 
their  way  to  Durban.  These  films  were  enjoyed 
by  all.  We  thank  all  who  helped  to  make  this 
evening  such  a  success. 


On  Sunday,  the  9th,  we  were  pleased  lo  wel- 
come three  sisters  from  Durban.  Inspiring  talks 
were  given  by  Elders  Square  and  Hamberlin  and 
Brother  Meyer. 

On  the  11th,  Elder  Patrick  and  Elder  Quick  of 
Durban  visited  our  cottage-meeting.  On  this 
occasion  Sister  McCathie  was  set  apart  as 
President  of  our  Relief  Society,  and  Sisters  E. 
Fountain  and  E.  Neilsen  were  set  apart  to  be 
her  first  and  second  counsellors. 

On  the  same  evening  we  bade  farewll  to  Elder 
Quick,  who  has  been  transferred  to  Port  Eliza- 
beth. He  has  been  an  inspiration  to  all  and 
we  have  enjoyed  the  association.  We  pray  that 
he  may  be  blessed  in  his  new  field  of  labour. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Elder  HD.^gan  to 
our  branch. 

TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT 

District  President:  Ncrmon  G.  .Muir,  119, 
Kitchener  Avenue,  Bez.  Valley.  Johannes- 
burg. 

K  AM  All    BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Francis  Donly,  94,  Somerset 
Road,   Kensington,   Johannesburg. 
Reported  by  Sister  Mary  Millan  Shirk 

Although  a  little  disconcerting  it  is  thrilling 
to  see  our  hall  overflowing  when  District  Con- 
ference is  held.  As  usual  the  meetings  ..ore 
satisfying  and  inspiring  and  when  we  have 
President  and  Sister  Wright  and  President  and 
The  three  sessions  were  representative  of  all  the 
Sister  Yarn  with  us  the  day  seems  com] 
branches  and  the  attendance  again  reminded  us 
that  our  hall  is  inadequate. 

Members  and  friends  join  in  welcoming 
Brother  Lance  Jubber  into  the  branch  again 
after  his  lengthy  stay  in  East  London.  He  is 
busy  renewing  old  friendships  and  making  new 
friends  although  he  is  a  little  nostalgic  for  the 
"good  old  days." 

Congratulations  to  those  who  were  baptised 
at  Ramah  on  the  2nd  of  April  and  confirmed 
after  a  testimony  meeting  preceded  by  talks 
given  by  Elders  Whiting  and  Jex. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Brother  George 
Ganter,  Jr.,  back  after  his  absence  on  business 
in  Balfour. 

Brother  and  Sister  Hayden  are  looking 
pleased  at  being  back  at  Ramah  after  their 
short  holiday. 

A  pleasant  surprise  was  in  store  for  those  who 
attended  the  evening  service  at  Ramah  on  the 
16th  as  they  were  privileged  to  hear  the 
"Cumorah  Quartette"  sing  their  farewell  songs. 
Although  they  were  tired  and  weary  they 
obliged  with  their  usual  cheerfulness  and  their 
friends  were  happy  to  have  had  this  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  "Tot  Siens"  to  them  when  they 
left  for  Cape  Town  en  route  for  Europe  and 
home. 

PRETORIA   BRANMH 

Branch   President:    Brother  John  Troskie.  Flat 
15,     Harley     Chambers,      Andries      Street. 
Pretoria. 
Reported  by  Sister  Winifred  M.  Cooksley. 

Sister  Mitchell  and  babv  are  leaving  by 
Pan-American  Airways  for  the  States,  sometime 
during  next  month.  We  wish  them  a  happy 
journey  and  a  safe  landing.  Certainly  there 
will  be  joy  when  the  Mitchell  family  is  united. 
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A  social  was  held  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Brummer  on  the  evening  Of  li8th  March.  A 
grand  time  was  enjoyed  by  all  who  were  there. 

Sister  Joey  Brummer  and  her  baby  son  have 
been  visiting  "Father  Rudolph"  in  Vereeniging 
for  a  time. 

Sister  Bubbles  Brummer  is  sorting  and  pack- 
ing oranges  0:1  the  famous  citrus  estate, 
Zebedeila. 

A  very  fine  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening 
of  Sunday.  14th  March.  We  were  all  delighted 
to  have  President  and  Sister  Yarn  and  their 
family  pay  us  a  visit.  President  Yarn  gave  one 
of  his  grand  homely  talks,  which  was  much  en- 
joyed by  the  members.  Another  pleasant  sur- 
prise was  the  visit  of  Elder  Thorn,  who  also 
gave  a  fine  talk.  It  is  grand  to  meet  any  of 
the  "boys"  for  the  second  time,  as  it  is  then  that 
we  realise  how  much  they  have  come  to  mean  to 
us.  Another  visitor  was  Elder  Albright,  who 
visited  Pretoria  for  the  first  time,  and.  we  trust, 
not  the  last  of  his  visits. 

SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  I.  C.  Louw,  P.O.  Daggafon- 
tein,  Transvaal. 

Reported  by  Sister  Mavis  E.  Louw. 

Brother  and  Sister  Tommy  Jubber  have  been 
holidaying  in  the  Free  State.  They  were  accom- 
panied by  their  three  children.  On  their  return, 
they  reported  having  had  a  restful  vacation. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Elder  Roberts  to 
our  Branch,  and  hope  that  he  will  enjoy 
labouring  in  Springs. 

Sister  Bunt  is  a  welcome  addition  to  our  com- 
munity. She  recently  moved  over  here  from 
Nigel. 

Sister  Muriel  Deane,  her  husband  and  the  r 
four  children  (of  East  London)  spent  a  whole 
week  visiting  Springs.  We  certainly  enjoyed 
having  them  here. 

We  are  sorry  to  bid  farewell  to  Sister  Kotze 
and  her  daughters,  who  are  leaving  for  Northern 
Rhodesia.  Helen  has  already  arrived  in 
Nkana.  We  wish  them  every  blessing,  and  trust 
that  they  may  be  successful  in  their  new  sur- 
roundings 

Sister  Margaret  Yarn,  accompanied  by  Sister 
Kitty  Smith,  of  Ramah  Branch,  paid  a  visit  to 
our  Relief  Society's  work  and  business  meeting. 

Our  old  friend,  District  President  Brother 
Norman  G.  Muir,  paid  us  a  surprise  visit.  We 
appreciated  his  fine  discourse  and  enjoyed  the 
pleasure  of  his  company. 

Sister  Maggie  Futter  underwent  a  serious 
operation  at  the  Lady  Dudley  Nursing  Home. 
We  are  thankful  to  the  Lord  for  His  love  and 
mercy  to  Sister  Maggie  during  this  illness.  The 
operation  was  a  success  and  she  is  now  home 
again.  She  has  asked  us  to  express  her  thanks 
to  President  and  Sister  Yarn  and  all  others  who 
visited  her  in  the  nursing  home. 

A  braaivleis  was  held  in  aid  o  fthe  Building 
Fund  at  the  home  of  Brother  van  Niekerk.  The 
weather-clerk  v\jas  again  unkind  to  us,  and,  con- 
sequently, the  attendance  was  small.  Every- 
body enjoyed  Sister  Rikker's  excellent  pancakes 
and  ginger-beer. 

VEREENIGING  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  J.  P.  Brummer,  49,  Heidel- 
berg Road,  Peace  Haven,  Vereeniging, 
Transvaal. 


Reported  i>  Brother  J.  P.  Brummer. 

We  feel  very  proud  to  be  in  the  news  again 
and  to  welcome  Elders  James  Gardner  and 
Garth  Hall  who  arrived  on  the  28th  of  March 
in  Veioeniging  to  take  up  their  labours  here.  We 
wish  them  every  success. 

Brother   Stephanus  J.   P.   Brummer   went   to 

hospital  on  the  16th  of  April  with  pleurnsy  and 
heart  trouble,  which  was  affected  by  the 
pleurisy.  E.ders  Gardner  and  Hall  anointed 
with  oil  and  administered  to  Brother  Stephanus 
who  recovered  speedily.  Brother  Stephanus  has 
to  stay  in  hospital  a  fetv  weeks  to  rest  the  heart 
and  to  fully  recover.  We  also  pray  for  this 
biother  to  be  restored  whole  soon  10  take  up  his 
duty  again  as  Home  Sunday  School  teacher  in 
the  Chrissiefontein  Home  Sunday  School 
attached  to  Vereeniging  branch. 

BLOEMFONTEIN 

District    President:    Elder     A.     M.     Duncan,     5, 

Clarence  Road,  Bloemfontein. 
Branch  President:  C.  B.  Spear,  Box  50,  Bloem- 
fontein. 

Reported  by  Inez  Spear 
Once  again  we  hadto  say  "good-bye"  to  one 
of  our  missionaries  when  Elder  Payne  was 
transferred  to  Krugersdorp.  We  miss  his  cheer- 
ful manner,  but  we  hope  he  will  be  very  happy 
in  the  Transvaal. 

Elder  Miller  arrived  about  a  week  after  Elder 
Payne's  departure,  and  we  are  indeed  pleased 
to  have  him  among  us. 

M.I. A.  meetings  are  still  being  held  regularly 
every  week,  and  they  are  thoroughly  enjoyed  by 
all  the  members  in  spite  of  the  weather  some- 
times doing  its  best  to  spoil  the  arrangements 
made  by  those  in  charge. 

On  Sunday  the  23rd  Brothers  H.  J.  van 
Rooyen  and  Nevile  Greenberg  were  sustained 
and  set  apart  as  First  and  Second  Counsellors 
to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  We 
pray  the  Lord  will  bless  them  in  their  office. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Branch    President:     Elder    George    Quick,     68, 
Clevedon  Road,  Port  Elizabeth,  C.P. 
Reported  by  Sister  Theresa  Trollip. 

There  have  been  many  visitors  to  Port  Eliza- 
beth this  month.  It  was  nice  to  see  Elder  Hyer 
and  to  have  him  play  our  organ  again.  We 
wish  him  Godspeed  on  his  homeward  journey. 
Other  visitors  were  Brother  Thomas  Wilson, 
Elder  Benson  and  Sister  Rita  Puckey. 

Brother  Desmond  Hill  has  been  transferred  to 
Durban.  There  are  many  who  will  miss  this 
good  brother. 

A  farewell  social  was  given  by  the  Relief 
Society  for  Elders  Higham  and  Reed.  Brother 
Trollip 's  home  was  hardly  big  enough  to  hold 
all  the  guests— thirty-eight  in  all.  Everybody 
enjoyed  the  games  and  the  refreshments.  We 
welcomed  Elders  Quick  and  Jones  at  this 
social. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  record  that  Sister  van 
der  Walt  has  been  ill.  Our  prayers  have  been 
for  her  recovery.  We  have  missed  her  at 
Relief  Society  where  has  has  been  doing  so 
much  sewing.  We  hope  that  she  will  soon  be 
well  enough  to  mingle  in  our  gatherings  again. 
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